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SUBJECT: (ve Psychological Operations Conducted by the Militery Services © 
2 Peacetime and in Contingencies Short of Declared War (0) 


References:| (a) Executive Order 12333, "United States Intelligence Activities," 

December 4, 1981 

(b) Department of Defense - Central Intelligence Agency L287 , 
"Command Relationships Agreement" (U), February 27, 1957 

(c) Department of Defense - Central Intelligence Agency ) 
“Establishment and Contro] of Unconventional Assets ‘and 
Operations in Support of Overt Military Operations on." 
June 10, 1958 

(d) through (j), see enclosure ] 


A. PURPOSE 


(UJ) In|conjunction with references (a) through (j) this Directive estab- 
lishes polity, provides procedures, and assigns responsibilities for the 
pleaning, dev lopment, programing, direction, execution, and control of overt 
psychological operations conducted by the Department of Defense in peacetime 
and in contingencies short of declared war. 


B. APPLICABILITY AND SCOPE 


1. (U)| This Directive applies to the Office of the Secretary of Defense 
(O6D), the ilitary Departments, the Organization of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
the Unified jand Specified Commands, and the Defense Agencies (hereafter referred 
to collectively as "DoD Components"). The term "U.S. Military Services," as 
used herein,| refers to the Army, the Navy, the Air Force, the Marine Corps, 

s Of war, to the Coast Guard. 


2. (@) | It applies to all contracts with contractors or consultants engaged 
to support r ychological operations and all agreements with U.S. Government 
S&gencies by which a DoD Component provides or receives support for psychological 
operations, 


3. (U) Under £.0. 12333 (reference (a)), unattributed (covert) peacetine 


psychological operations ere especial activities that may be conducted or 
supported by|a DoD Component only when specifically directed by the President. 
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C. DEFINITIONS 

I. (U) Psychological Operations. For purposes of this Directive, planned 
political, economic, military, a: logical activities directed towards 
foreign countries, organizations, and individuals in order to Create emotions, 


attitudes, understanding, beliefs, or behavior favorable to the achievement of 
U.8. political and military objectives. 








2. (U) Contingenc war. Situations determined by 
the Under Secretary oi ense for cy which lives of U.S. citizens or 
property of the U.8. Government or U.S. citizens or interesta vital te U.8. 
national security are threatened. 





D. POLICY 


1. It is DoD policy that psychological operations, which are an 
effective and essential instrument of national policy, shall be conducted by 
DoD Components and supported when undertaken by other U.S. Government agencies. 
Psychological operations are an integral part of military operations and, as 
such, they are an inherent responsibility of all military commanders. 


2. SO In peacetime and contingencies short of war, other than for 
training, psychological operations shall be conducted pursuant only to an 
approved psychological operations program. Psychological operations shall 
be used to achieve the following objectives: 
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3. AO Paychological operations shall be conducted only against foreign 
states, populations, organizations, and individuals. 


‘ Before psychological operations are conducted, consideration shall 
be _ to any adverse effect the operation or the revelation of the operation 
may have. 


5. (U) Approval for a psychological operations program shall not exceed 
1 year unless specifically authorized. 


E. RESPONSIBILITIES 








a. (U) Act as principal advisor to the Secretary of Defense on 
psychological operations matters. 


b. (U) Develop DoD psychological operations policy. 


c. (U} Coordinate psychological operations policy, plans, and pro- 
grams with other U.8. Government agencies. 


dé. (U) Evaluate the effectiveness of DoD psychological operations 
prograns. 


e. (U) Review and approve all psychological operations programs 
to be conducted during peacetime or in contingencies short of declared war. 


2. (U) The Assistent Secretaries of Defense (International Securi 
Affairs) and (Internat onal Security Policy), in coordination with the T puty 
r retary of Defense for Policy, shall provide assistance and advice 
the Joint Chiefs of Steff in the development of specific psychological opera- 

tions prograss affecting their geographical areas of responsibility. 


3. (0) The Genersl Counsel, Department of Defense, shall review all 
proposed psychological operations programs to cted in peacetime or 
during contingencies short of declared war. 


4. (U) The Secretaries of the Milite ] Departments shall develop and 
maintain programs, forces, capabilities necessary to conduct and support 
psychological operations in peacetime and during contingencies short of declared 
war; and provide the resources needed to sustain these programs, forces, and 
capabilities. 
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5S. (U) The Joint Chiefs of Btaff shall: - 


a. (U) Develop operational concepts, joint doctrine, and plans for 
conducting psychological operations. 


b. (U) Incorporate psychological operations into military planning 
| 





' for peacetime operations and for contingencies short of declared war. 


c. (U) Review the psychological operations plans and programs of 
Commanders of Unified and Specified Commands to determine whether they are 


d. (U) Provide for the direction of psychological operations conducted 
by commanders of Unified and Specified Commands. | 


e. (U) Maintain lieison on psychological operstions plans, programs, 
operations, and activities with the armed forces of allied and friendly 
countries. 


6. (U) The Commanders of the Unified and 
nation with the efs of U.S. dip tic missions, s pian, support, end 
conduct in peacetime and in contingencies short of declared war psychological 
operations in support of U.8. regional objectives, policies, interests, and 
theater military missions. 


7. (UW) The Director, Defense Intellic : Agency, and the Director 
National Security Agency/Chief, Central Securit Service shall furnish support, 
as required. 










F. EFFECTIVE DATE 
(U) This Directive is effective immediately. 


William H. Taft, IV 
Deputy Secretary of Defense 
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REFERENCES, continued 


(4) “Memorandum | 
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